
 
 
 



conditions of immune suppression, stress, or during pregnancy.  It is similar to people who had chicken-pox later 
developing shingles.  This is the most probable cause of HPV in long-time monogamous couples. 
 
Can doctors tell if an older person has a new or old, reactivated infection? NO.  We can only tell if someone is 
infected with HPV.  There is no test available for the length of the infection. 
 
How long does the virus shed & transmit infections?  After 2 years 80% of infections are cleared. After 3 years 91% 
of infections are cleared.  However, it is not unusual to clear one type of HPV and then get infected with another type. 
 
What about pregnancy if I or my partner has HPV?  We do not know the rate of mother to baby transmission.  
Random studies of all babies show that 6% of babies are HPV positive at birth.  This rises to 13% at 6 weeks and then 
goes away.  These infections are passing and of no clinical significance. 
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